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TURKS AND CAICOS VISITORS ADVISORY ON HURRICANE
IRMA

Turks and Caicos tourism officials urge visitors to leave if they have the means to do so,
ahead of Hurricane Irma
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PROVIDENCIALES, Turks and Caicos Islands (September 5, 2017) -The Turks
and Caicos Department of Disaster Management and Emergencies (DDME) and The
Bahamas Department of Meteorology has issued Alert #4 according to the latest
release. A hurricane watch is now in effect for the Southeast Bahamas and the Turks
and Caicos Islands. This includes the Turks and Caicos Islands, the Islands of Inagua,
Acklins and Crooked Island, Mayaguana, Long Cay, Samana Cay and Ragged Island. A
hurricane watch means that hurricane conditions could affect the Turks and Caicos
Islands and the Southeast Bahamas within 48 hours.

Tourism officials are urging visitors to leave the Turks and Caicos if they have the
means to do so safely. Visitors unable to leave or opting to remain within the
destination are urged to stay inside during the storm and pay attention to the public
advisories issued by the DDME.

It is important to note that the Turks and Caicos Islands is an archipelago with more
than 40 islands and cays. All hotels, resorts and villas throughout the Turks and Caicos
Islands have activated their hurricane programs and are taking all necessary
precautions to protect visitors and residents, as safety remains the highest priority.

In accordance with the shutdown protocol, tourism officials have begun urging visitors
to make preparations to leave the Islands. Visitors will be given the final opportunity to
leave the island(s) within 24 hours of expected impact of Hurricane Irma, pending flight
and airport operations.

All visitors are asked to make preparations with their airlines and check officials at their
hotels for further information.

All airports throughout the destination remain open today. Immigration services will
remain in place at the Providenciales International Airport (PLS) to ensure that flights
are allowed to travel to and from the islands until Wednesday, September 6" at 6:00
p.m. when all airports throughout the Turks and Caicos Islands are expected to close.
Cruise ships are currently in port at the Grand Turk Cruise Center but will depart later
today as officials have redirected all cruise lines away from Irma and the Turks and
Caicos Islands. The last scheduled ferry service between the islands will depart North
Caicos at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 6.

The Ministry of Tourism and the Turks and Caicos Tourist Board is maintaining contact
with all of its stakeholders, offices, representatives and visitors throughout the
archipelago as Hurricane Irma approaches.

The DDME has requested all essentials services to remain in place throughout the
storm. In the event of an emergency, visitors are asked to follow management protocol
at their respective resort or call 911.

For further updates on potential storm threats to the Turks and Caicos Islands and for
safety tips, kindly visit the website of the Department of Disaster Management and
Emergencies (DDME) at: http://www.gov.tc/ddme. You may also follow DDME via
Twitter @DDME.TC or Facebook: www.facebook.com/TCI.DDME. Travel professionals
and consumers are also advised to access the following: The National Hurricane Center

at www.nhc.noaa.gov and the Weather Channel at www.weather.com.
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About the Turks and Caicos Islands

Home to the Best Beach in the World, breathtaking hues from inviting waters, and
legendary diving, snorkeling and fishing, the Turks and Caicos Islands beckon you to an
undiscovered Caribbean. The Turks and Caicos Islands consist of 40 islands and cays,
eight of which are inhabited. World class hotels, spas, and restaurants await; as do our
famous stretches of uncrowded beaches and vibrant coral reefs. On land or below the
water, you'll relax in the unique serenity, hospitality and beauty of our islands.

For more information call 1-(800) 241-0824 or visit www.turksandcaicostourism.com.
Follow the Turks and Caicos Islands on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
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