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Negative Impacts are 
multi-sectoral

Fisheries Tourism

Environment Coastal Living

Public health Maritime 
transport

Energy Water



Tourism
“Greatest single threat to the 
Caribbean’s tourism industry” 

- Huge impacts on tourism 
- Negative international press

- Reports of booking 
cancellations 

- Clean-up costs 
(USD$120 million in 2018)



Fisheries

•Sargassum clogs fishing gear
• Impedes navigation
•Entanglement of engine 

propellers and rudders
•Engine overheating
•Hinders access to boats and 

jetties



Environment
•Damage to nearshore shallow 

water ecosystems (mangroves, 
seagrass beds, coral reefs)
• Beached sargassum may 

provide a challenge for turtles 
coming up to lay eggs
• Beached sargassum and large 

mats in the nearshore will also 
provide a challenge for 
hatchlings



Coastal Living
• Residents unable to obtain relief 

from poor air quality, health 
impacts, and unpleasant odours by 
simply avoiding the area. 
• Beach use negatively impacted
• Corrosion of electrical appliances 

and equipment



Public Health
• Trapped and wet sargassum 

decomposes anaerobically:
• Hydrogen sulphide and ammonia 

gases
• Human health impacts

• Harmful to health, even lethal at very 
high concentration
• If dumped/stored in wet environment 

– could contaminate water supply 
(nitrate load and heavy metals)



Energy

Source: https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2021/10/12/2057577/-Mats-of-
Sargassum-macroalgae-overruns-the-Caribbean-and-culprit-of-the-power-
outage-in-Puerto-Rico





Sargassum Information 
Tools and Platforms

Sargassum Information Hub

SARGNET listserv and Slack Workspace

SPAW-RAC/UNEP-CEP Sargassum Online Forum

Bulletins (USF, UWI-CERMES, MeteoFrance, NOAA SIR)

Sargassum Podcast

Webinars, Symposia, Conferences, Workshops

Sargassum Reference Repository



Sargassum Hub
https://sargassumhub.org



SARGNET Listserv & Slack Workspace
https://listserv.fiu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=SARGNET&A=1



SPAW-RAC/UNEP-CEP Sargassum 
Online Forum
https://www.car-spaw-rac.org/?Sargassum-on-line-forum



Bulletins

https://sargassumhub.org/monitoring/



Sargassum Podcast
https://marinefrontiers.org/sargassum



Webinars, Workshops, 
Symposia, Conferences….

https://sargassumhub.org/events/



Sargassum Reference Repository

https://sargassumhub.org/research-information/
https://bit.ly/SargRefRepository



Sargassum Opportunities

https://sargassumhub.org/events/



841L
of fertilizer 2,220

pair of shoes
(Renovare)4 tons

of compost
(co-composting)

500
notebooks
(Sargánico)

44,444
soap bars 

(Oasis)5,000
drink coasters or 

business (Sárgánico)

114 kg
of mushrooms

4,926
biodegradable 

single-use plates 
(AlgeaNova)

108
building blocks 
(Sargablocks)

11

 

99 sheep
Receiving 1 week of seaweed 

supplement in their feed

10 kg
of fucoidans

5 kg
of bioactive 
secondary 

metabolites

22 kg
of alginates

80 kg
of activated 

carbon

811 kWh
or energy

1 TON 
OF FRESH 

SARGASSUM

Sanddune restoration 
units (Seabales, 

Texas A&M) 

Source: UNEP 2021 Sargassum White Paper. Adapted from (Desrochers et al. 2020: Sargassum Uses Guide)
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